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was unbearable. No medicines could cure him. The
queen sent for the Prime Minister who told the king that
the young Thirugnanasambandhar, a saMte       who
was staying in Madurai, could alone cure the       of
the king. The king agreed out of the exigencies of the
'situation though he was loth to seek the aid of a staunch
Saivite, The queen and the Prime Miniser      to the
place where Thirugnanasambandhar was staying
requested him to cure the illness of the king
wean him away from Jainism. Thirugnanasambandhar
went with the queen and the Prime Minister to the king.
The Jain leaders who were already given a chance
had failed to cure the king of his illness.
Thirugnanasambandhar then tried his hand. He got some
ash from the kitchen of Lord Somasundareswara's
temple and applied it to the right side of the king's
with a prayer song. Instantaneously the fever on the
right side subsided. The king, therefore, requested
Thirugnanasambandhar to cure his left side also and on
the application of the ash on the left the fever subsided.

The Pandya, therefore, assumed the name of
Soundra Pandya and embraced Saivism, He honoured
Thirugnanasambandhar.

63. MADE GNANASAMBANDBAR KILL
NAKED ONE ON     SULA

The Queen and the Prime Minister then
requested Thirugnaanasambandhar to eliminate Jainism
from the country. He wanted to know the Lord's with The
Lord announced His approval and asked him to go to the
king and in his presence challenge the Jains for a